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Alumni Wall of Distinction Recipient Succumbs to Cancer 

We certainly have lost a great one. Tim Keller, 
Dieruff Class of 1968, was inducted into our 
Alumni Wall of Distinction in 2019, a member of 
our inaugural class. Recognized as an interna­
tionally known pastor and accomplished author, 
Tim established a most remarkable reputation for 
himself. The following is his most impressive 
obituary that appeared in the New York Times. 

Timothy J. Keller 

The Rev. Timothy Keller, Pioneering Manhattan 

Evangelist, Dies at 72 09/23/1950 - 05/19/2023 
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Timothy "Tim" J. Keller 

Minister/ Author 

Founding pastor of 
Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church in New York City 

Author of 
New York Times 

bestselling books 

Class of 1968 
Inducted 2019 

Shunning fire and brimstone, he became a best-selling author and founded Redeemer Presbyterian Church, which drew 
young New Yorkers. 

The Rev. Timothy J. Keller at the Church of the Redeemer on West 83rd Street in Manhattan in 2016. Becoming a pas­
tor in New York was a challenge he felt compelled to accept. 

The Rev. Timothy J. Keller, a best-selling author and theorist of Christianity who perfonned a modern miracle of his 
own - establishing a theologically orthodox church in Manhattan that attracted thousands of young professional fol­
lowers - died on Friday at bis home in Manhattan. He was 72. 

His death was announced by Redeemer City to City, an organization affiliated with Redeemer Presbyterian Church. Mr. 
Keller announced on Twitter in December 2021 that he had Stage 4 pancreatic cancer. 

Mr. Keller, whose only previous experience in the pulpit had been at a blue-collar congregation in a rural Virginia par­
ish, moved with his wife and three sons to New York in 1989 and, with neither fire nor brimstone, embarked on what 
New York magazine hyperbolized as "close to a theological suicide mission - to create a strictly conservative Chris­
tian church in the heart of Sodom." 

By the end of 2007, Mr. Keller wrote in his best-selling 2008 book, his church "had grown to more than 5,000 attendees 
and had spawned more than a dozen daughter congregations in the immediate metropolitan area." 

Colleagues, Mr. Keller recalled in his best-selling book "The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism" (2008), 
"were incredulous when I explained that the beliefs of the new church would be the orthodox, historic tenets of Christi­
anity - the infallibility of the Bible, the deity of Christ, the necessity of spiritual regeneration (the new birth)- all doc­
trines considered hopelessly dated by the majority ofNew Yorkers. Nobody ever said 'fuggedaboutit' out loud, but it 
always bung in the air. 

"Nevertheless," he continued, "we launched Redeemer Presbyterian Church, and by the end of2007 it had grown to 
more than 5,000 attendees and had spawned more than a dozen daughter congregations in the immediate metropolitan 
area." 

Today the church has several locations in Manhattan, though the main one is on West 83rd Street near Amsterdam Ave­
nue; the others are on the Lower West Side, on the West Side at Lincoln Square, on the Upper East Side and in East 
Harlem. 
(Continued on Next Page) 






















